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by pain, is, then, unsatisfactory, and seems to invert the
true relation of feeling to conation. That human desires
and actions are not exclusively or in any large measure*
due to present pain is obvious ; the pleasure-pain theory,
therefore, attributes them in the main to the pleasure
which accompanies the thought of the desired end or
goal. The necessity of assuming that the actions of
animals and those of men are predominantly prompted
by the opposite principles (pain and pleasure respectively)
should give pause to the pleasure-pain theory. But, if
we waive this objection and inquire after the source or
condition of the pleasure which is supposed to accompany
the thought of the end of action and to prompt to action,
we shall find that here too the theory inverts the true
relation of feeling to conation. Desire, or the thought
of the desired end, is pleasant in so far as an appetite or
conation obtains some degree of ideal satisfaction through
the belief in the possibility of presently achieving the
act, or in so far as the activities prompted by the desire
successfully achieve the steps which are the means to the
end. Thus hunger, even acute hunger, is pleasant if we
know that the bell will presently summon us to a well-
spread table, or if we are in the act of obtaining the food
we desire; yet, if the hungry man knows that it is im-
possible for him to obtain food, if, for example, he is a
castaway in an empty boat, the thought of food is a
torment to him, though he cannot cease to desire it, or
prevent himself from dwelling upon the thought of it.

Both the pleasure and the pain of hunger seem, then,
to be conditioned by the craving, the conative tendency,
the specifically directed impulse or appetition. And this
seems to be true not only of the desire for food, but of
many other desires. When, for example, we desire the
applause of our fellows, when we are consumed with what
is called disinterested curiosity, when we desire to avenge
ourselves or vent our wrath on one who has insulted us,
when we desire to relieve distress, when we are impelled
by sexual desire ; in all these cases the state of desiring
is painful in so far as efforts are unavailing or attainment
appears impossible, and pleasurable in so far as we are